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This article explores various interlinks and connections between philosophy and
the other sciences, namely, linguistics, cognitive sciences, sociology, economy, politi-
cal, ideological and human life studies. Those interlinks and connections are analysed
within three methodological paradigms. The first paradigm binds cognising, defining
and speaking. The second paradigm integrates assembling, self-organising and social
engineering. The third one connects working, living and sensing together. According
to the aforementioned paradigms, this issue is divided into three chapters. This article,
in turn, delivers concise presentations of articles belonging to the above-mentioned
chapters. Those presentations interlink various issues of different sciences, such as
solving paradoxes of knowability, delivering reliable definitions of transdisciplinary
knowledge, identifying means and mechanisms of linguistic subjectivity, proposing
effective ways and procedures of self-organization of democracy, discovering relevant
methods of social engineering for strengthening democratic welfare state, offering fea-
sible scenarios of Europeanization processes, establishing balance between work, rec-
reation and health, and identifying common sense phenomenon with social life-world.
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From the very beginning of its existence philosophy retains the status of intellectual field
where various cognitive, psychological, anthropological, social, ethical, political and simi-
lar problems meet and are being discussed. Therefore different sides and facets of different
things, matters, phenomena, occurrences and events of physical, anthropological and social
reality step into the realm of philosophical considerations. Nevertheless, philosophy is not
capable of solving of the above-mentioned issues. To demand this task from philosophy is
to miss its proper target. As a matter of fact, philosophy should not be regarded as the space
of/for the concrete answers to the concrete questions or problems. Contrariwise, it is a realm
of actual questions and raising relevant problems, the answers and solutions to which vary
depending on the current space, epoch and time.

So, philosophy interconnects with many various sciences. For example, logic delivers
rules of correct reasoning. Epistemology, in turn, deals with laws of human cognition and
knowledge. Those laws and rules can serve as instruments for analysis of issues peculiar to
cognitive and linguistic sciences including paradoxes of knowability, definitions of transdis-
ciplinary knowledge, means and mechanisms of realization of linguistic subjectivity and so
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on. The same laws and rules can also contribute to considerations of relevant political and so-
cial issues, namely, effective ways and procedures of self-organization of democracy, relevant
methods of social engineering for strengthening democratic welfare state, feasible scenari-
os of Europeanization processes, establishing balance between work, recreation and health,
identifying common sense phenomenon with social life-world, etc.

Manifold interlinks between philosophy, economics, cognitive sciences, sociology, po-
litical, ideological and human life studies, linguistics and the other sciences were investigated
recently by Scheuer, Maziarz (2019), Drekalovic (2020), Carpentier, Doudaki (2019), Mazur,
Duchlinski (2020), Aramayo (2019), Darginavi¢iené (2018), etc. In this issue, those interlinks
are analysed in three chapters based on three methodological paradigms. The first paradigm
binds cognising, defining and speaking. The second paradigm integrates assembling, self-or-
ganising and social engineering. The third one connects working, living and sensing.

The first paradigm includes reflections on logical, cognitive and linguistic issues. One
of the actual issues of contemporary logics is the principle of knowability asserting that
every true proposition may be known. Actually, this principle leads to the problem known
as Church-Fitch paradox maintaining that all the true propositions are known. In the article
Knowability Without Rigidity the author analyses the existing trials to solve this paradox while
maintaining the validity of principle of knowability. Such an analysis is based on works of
Brogaard, Salerno (2019), Dummet (2009), Edgington (1985; 2010), Ruckert (2004), Jenkins
(2007), Proietti (2016), etc. The author notices that the majority of the above-mentioned trials
are based on rigidification of certain aspects of what is knowable. More to say, these trials
also involve counterintuitive consequences. The author concentrates on the interpretations
of knowability principle proposed by Edgington, Ruckert and Jenkins. He indentifies pos-
itive and negative sides of these interpretations coming to the conclusion that all of them
are insufficient to solve the Church-Fitch paradox. Finally, the author’s own interpretation of
knowability principle is offered that claims to be both free from rigiditifications and to avoid
the Church-Fitch paradox. According to this interpretation, a true proposition is knowable if
it is possible to know that it can hold.

Contemporary scientific knowledge possesses a strong transdisciplinary aspect. Yet,
it still lacks the concrete and clear definition of the phenomenon of transdisplinarity itself.
The article Issues of Definition and Potentialities of Transdisciplinary Approach in Post-non-classical
Science tries to fill this significant gap. The author of the article presents a comprehensive anal-
ysis of this phenomenon, comparing and relating it to the other phenomena of integration of
scientific knowledge, such as interdisciplinarity and multidisciplinarity. The relations between
scientific transdisciplinarity and nonscientific forms of knowledge are also being investigated.
This analysis mainly rests on works of Frodeman, Klein, Mitcham (2010), Nicolescu (2006),
Di Giulio, Defila (2017), Piaget (1970), Lawrence (2014), etc. The author comes to the con-
clusion that transdisciplinary science extends the principles of classical and non-classical sci-
ence to post-non-classical rationality. Another important conclusion is that unlike particular
disciplines that study specific fragments or levels of reality, a transdisciplinary strategy is an
attempt to understand the dynamics of the process at several levels of reality at the same time.
Therefore transdisciplinarity crosses the boundaries of specific disciplines and creates a uni-
versal picture of the process under investigation.

Postmodern philosophy has strong interconnections with linguistic studies. These inter-
connections are witnessed by the term ‘linguistic turn’ denoting the significant event that took
place in philosophy in the 20th century. One of the most important issues of contemporary



Vytis Valatka. PHILOSOPHICAL REFLECTIONS: COGNITIVE, POLITICAL AND SOCIAL ASPECTS 189

linguistic philosophy is the phenomenon of linguistic subjectivity. The article Means and
Mechanism of the Realization of Linguistic Subjectivity from the Perspective of Philosophical Cognition
is dedicated to this particular phenomenon. The author of the article basing his reflections
on the works of Nicholas (2015), Langacker (2019), Traugott (2019), Turner (2019), Vella,
Gualeni 2019) etc. analyses the phenomenon of linguistic subjectivity from the perspective of
philosophical cognition. He proposes the original interactive geometric research framework
of language subjectivity that allows him to explore the means and mechanism of realization of
this phenomenon at six levels: language system level, language use level, propositional mean-
ing level, non-propositional meaning level, speaker’s encoded meaning level, and hearer’s de-
coded meaning level. The author also identifies the main subjective factors behind the speak-
er’s words, utterances or discourse, namely, attitudes, emotions and feelings.

The second paradigm interconnects political and moral issues. Contemporary politi-
cal philosophy, among various relevant problems, investigates nature, principles, institutions,
processes and procedures of modern democracy. The article Social Phenomenology as a Factor of
Self-organization of Democracy concentrates on one of the most important aspects of democracy,
namely, the process of its self-organizing. The author of the article basing his considerations
on works of Parsons (1971), Ginsburg et al. (2018), Shaw (2011), Hobson (2015), De Oliveira
(2010) and the others scrutinizes structurally functional, axiological and phenomenological
approaches to the essence of democracy. Such an analysis leads to the conclusion that de-
mocracy as a social and political phenomenon has a strong phenomenological dimension.
More specifically, the fundaments of self-organising of democracy are important elements of
social phenomenology, namely, social feelings (solidarity, responsibility, voluntariness, open-
ness, respect, tolerance, honesty, humaneness, etc.) as well as moral, social and political values
(freedom, common good, civil peace, rule of law, justice, democratic competition, the plural-
ity of values, etc.). These elements legitimise and establish various democratic institutions, for
example, free and fair elections, multiparty system, separation of powers, control of the gov-
ernment and the others.

Among the significant objects of postmodern political studies, great attention is paid to
relations among various forms of democracy, technocracy and social engineering. The article
In the Path of Vydinas: Moral Values and Social Engineering as the Tool for the Welfare State Creation
analyses the possibilities of collaboration and cooperation between democracy and technocracy
in the process of creating, establishing and strengthening welfare state. The author of the article,
concentrating mainly on works of Vydiinas (1923), Schelsky (1961), Gunnel (1982), McClure
(2018), Spencer (2018), etc., distinguishes two types of technocracy, namely technocracy in
a narrow sense excluding actual questions of moral character and technocracy in a wide sense
involving the above-mentioned questions. The greatest attention is given to the second type
that is interpreted as the social engineering resting on the interdisciplinary discussion of ex-
perts concerning the most relevant social, economical, political and similar questions linked
to moral values. The article comes to the conclusion that technocracy taken in this wide sense
should not be opposed to democracy, as moral as well as democratic ideals and values such as
freedom, equality, justice, common good, etc. are the essential landmarks for social engineering
in the processes of creating, establishing and strengthening contemporary welfare state.

Contemporary European social, political and ideological studies deliver much attention
to the analysis of the phenomena and processes of European identity, Europaneity and Eu-
ropeanization. Such an analysis tries to identify the main features, aspects, principles, factors
and actors of the above-mentioned phenomena and processes as well as to propose feasible
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strategies and future scenarios. The article The European Assemblage: A Discursive-Material Analy-
sis of European Identity, Europaneity and Europeanisation is a representative example of an analysis
of that type. The author bases his considerations essentially on the works of Jaspers (1947),
Habermas (2001), Galpin (2017), Risse (2010), Delanty and Rumford (2005), etc. Differently
from prevailing approaches to European identity, Europeanism and Europeanisation, empha-
sising their material components, the article applies comprehensive and integrative discur-
sive-material investigation interpreting both material and discursive elements of the afore-
mentioned phenomena from the perspective of horizontal relations. This investigation leads
to the conclusion that the authentic understanding of Europe presents this geographical,
cultural, political, economical, etc. space as an assemblage, performed in always unique and
contingent articulations of various discursive and material components.

The third perspective brings together economical, sociological topics as well as issues of
human life studies. In the global society of the end of 20th century - the beginning of 21st
century we can observe a significant phenomenon that can be entitled as the rise of creative
class (Florida 2002). One of social groups representing this creative class is the group of the so-
called knowledge workers. The article The Relation Between Work and Thumos. A Critical Interroga-
tion of the Motivation Behind Knowledge Work Compulsion concentrates on the essential challenge
that the knowledge workers meet in their everyday life. It is a paradoxical situation that can be
called a voluntary compulsive work. More concretely, knowledge workers do not work to live,
on the contrary, they voluntarily live to work. That leads to one more paradox since the overin-
vestment in knowledge work does not appear to generate proportionate gains for the working
subject, for example, high quality leisure, increased health or wellbeing. The author of the arti-
cle, based on works of Fukuyama (1992), Verhaeghe (2012), Han (2017), Sennett (2006), Yusoff,
Kian et al. (2013), etc. tries to identify the reasons of voluntary motivation for such a com-
pulsive work. The answer is found in Fukayama’s interpretation of Platos conception of thu-
mos — the part of human soul that seeks recognition and honour over security. In other words,
the article comes to the conclusion that knowledge work possesses a strong thumotic origin.

Anthropological, cultural and sociological studies of 20th and 21st centuries pay a signifi-
cant attention to the analysis of ways, modes and styles of human life as well as to spaces, places
and contexts it occupies. Contemporary social phenomenology enters this analysis concentrat-
ing on the life-worlds of society as well as of social groups and individuals which constitute that
society. The article The Phenomenon of Common Sense and the Thinking of Alfred Schutz scrutinizes
the concept of life-world presented in the phenomenology of the social world of A. Schutz, one
of the most famous phenomenologists of the 20th century. The author of the article mainly rests
on works of Schutz himself (1953; 1967), Bierstedt (1963), Gurwitsch (1966), Luckmann (1973),
Natanson (1986), etc. His analysis draws an original conclusion that, from the perspective of
Schutz’s thinking, the phenomenon of life-world is identical to the phenomenon of common
sense. More to say, those phenomena are the same as the phenomena of typification and com-
mon praxis (ko npaéic) which ontically and ontologically denote typical knowing-doing-say-
ing of the whole society and its groups. All the above-mentioned phenomena also mean Verste-
hen, mundane experiencing, or everyday transcending.

CONCLUSIONS

Philosophy can be considered as universal intellectual field where various cognitive, psycho-
logical, anthropological, social, ethical, political and similar problems meet and are being dis-
cussed. That is, different sides and facets of different things, matters, phenomena, occurrences
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and events of physical, anthropological and social reality step into the realm of philosophical
considerations. Hence, philosophy interlinks with many various sciences, such as linguis-
tics, cognitive sciences, sociology, economy, political, ideological and human life studies, etc.
These interlinks may be investigated within various methodological paradigms that include
methods, rules, principles and the other cognitive tools of the sciences interlinked. As for
these paradigms, they open a wide space for philosophical reflections that relate and connect
relevant issues of various sciences, such as solving paradoxes of knowability, delivering relia-
ble definitions of transdisciplinary knowledge, identifying means and mechanisms of realiza-
tion of linguistic subjectivity, proposing effective ways and procedures of self-organization of
democracy, discovering relevant methods of social engineering for strengthening democratic
welfare state, offering feasible scenarios of Europeanization processes, establishing balance
between work, recreation and health, and identifying the common sense phenomenon with
social life-world.
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VYTIS VALATKA
Filosofiniai apmastymai: kognityviniai, politiniai ir
socialiniai aspektai

Santrauka

Straipsnis nagrinéja jvairias jungtis ir sgsajas tarp filosofijos ir kity moksly - lingvis-
tikos, kognityviniy moksly, sociologijos, ekonomikos, politiniy, ideologiniy ir Zmo-
giskojo gyvenimo tyrimy. Minétos jungtys ir sasajos analizuojamos trijose metodo-
loginése paradigmose. Pirmoji paradigma susieja pazinima, apibrézima ir kalbéjima.
Antroji - integruoja surinkima, saviorganizavima ir socialine inzinerija, o trecioji
apjungia darba, gyvenimg ir bendra pajautg. Remiantis minétomis paradigmomis, $is
zurnalo numeris padalytas j tris skyrius. Trumpi straipsniy pristatymai susieja tokias
skirtingy moksly problemas kaip pazinumo paradoksai, patikimi transdisciplinarinio
mokslinio zinojimo apibrézimai, lingvistinio subjektyvumo realizacijos priemoneés ir
mechanizmai, demokratijos saviorganizacijos efektyvis budai ir procediros, j demo-
kratinés gerovés valstybés stiprinima nukreiptos socialinés inZinerijos metodai, pagristi
sékmingo tolesnio europeizacijos proceso scenarijai, pusiausvyros tarp darbo, poilsio ir
sveikatos jtvirtinimas, sveiko proto (common sense) fenomeno sutapatinimas su socia-
liniu gyvenamuoju pasauliu.

Raktazodziai: filosofija, lingvistika, kognityviniai mokslai, sociologija, ekonomika, po-
litiniai, ideologiniai ir Zmogiskojo gyvenimo tyrimai, paradigma



