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In Memoriam

Academician Algirdas Skirkevicius
(1939-2024)

On 15 June 2024, Algirdas Skirkevicius, one of the most outstanding Lithuanian scientists of the twen-
tieth century, a member of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences, a prominent Lithuanian entomologist
and ethophysiologist, a habilitated doctor of biomedical sciences, a professor, one of the most famous
beekeepers in Lithuania, and a former longstanding president of the Lithuanian Beekeepers’ Union,
passed away at the age of 85.

Algirdas Skirkevic¢ius was born on 14 January 1939. He studied at the Faculty of Agronomy of
the Lithuanian Academy of Agriculture from 1957 to 1962 and graduated in agronomy.

He embarked on his research path in 1965, when he defended his thesis ‘Relationships between
worker bees (Apis mellifica L.) and queens’ at the Faculty of Natural Sciences of Vilnius University and
he was awarded the degree of a candidate in biological sciences (now a doctorate).

His thesis was the first to discuss the behaviour of the colony when the queen’s movements are re-
stricted and to assess the importance of the queen’s entourage and the role of the queen’s pheromone
extract in its formation. Skirkevicius’s full-time scientific activity began at the Institute of Zoology and
Parasitology of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences, where he worked first as a junior and later a se-
nior researcher. In 1975, he initiated the establishment of the Laboratory of Chemoreception, which he
headed until 2003. From 1990 to 1997, he was a deputy director of the Institute of Ecology.

In 1986, Skirkevic¢ius defended his habilitation thesis in biology ‘Pheromonal communication in insects’
at Moscow Lomonosov State University. Based on the new concepts formulated in the thesis (regulation
of pheromone nutritional composition, communication, pheromone analyser, etc.), he developed a new
concept of the functioning of the pheromone communication system. He was the first to summarise data
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on the pheromones of the world’s known plant and animal species thus setting the stage for a qualita-
tively new phase of research on pheromonal communication. The journals VabzdZiy chemorecepcija
(Insect Chemoreception) and Pheromones were published on his initiative.

As a scientist, organiser, and a public figure, Algirdas Skirkevicius journeyed far and wide in his
commitment to science, beekeeping, and the community.

He was elected a corresponding member of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences in 1990, be-
came a full member (academician) in 2011, and an emeritus member in 2014.

He was a member of the Research Council of Lithuania, a chair of its Permanent Committee
on Priorities and Funding from 1992 to 1999, a vice-chair of the Board of the Lithuanian State Sci-
ence and Studies Foundation and a member of the Committee for Science Prizes of the Republic of
Lithuania from 1993 to 1996, the president of the Lithuanian Entomological Society from 1995 to
2002, and of the Lithuanian Beekeepers’ Union from 2006 to 2021.

Skirkevicius’s research interests included entomology, ethological and ecological physiology,
pheromonal communication of animals, chemoreception, automation of biological experiments,
beekeeping. He was one of the most prominent pioneers of chemical communication of insects
in Lithuania. He improved and automated electrophysiological, radiobiological, behavioural, and
other methods for studying pheromonal communication by developing original equipment and
computational techniques.

Throughout his fifteen years as president of the Lithuanian Beekeepers’ Union, he brought
about various significant changes in the country’s beekeeping practices. He bolstered the Beekeep-
ers’ Union as a collective body representing beekeepers nationwide. Thanks to his efforts, beekeep-
ing training was raised to a higher level, with a focus on the development of high-quality teaching
materials, specialisation and qualification of teachers, and the search for new forms of training. He
initiated the revision of beekeeping terms and elimination of the inappropriate ones, in particular
harmful and not based on science; he constantly pointed out inaccurate or contradictory transla-
tions of EU beekeeping documents from English and the confusion and destructive misunder-
standings caused by the Lithuanian versions of the legislative acts on beekeeping.

Ten doctoral dissertations were prepared and defended under Prof. Algirdas Skirkevicius’s su-
pervision. He was a member of the doctoral and habilitation committees and the chair of the ha-
bilitation committee.

Prof. Skirkevic¢ius authored and co-authored three inventions, 13 rationalisation proposals, and
35 publications. He presented his research at congresses, scientific conferences and symposia in
Lithuania, Germany, Japan, Hungary, Poland, Russia, etc. and chaired symposia on pheromones.
He enhanced his knowledge at the Max Planck Institute for Behavioural Physiology in Bavaria
(Germany).

The appreciation of his scientific activity is reflected in the numerous awards and distinctions
he received: in 1987, he and his co-authors were awarded the USSR State Prize for Science and
Technology for a series of studies “The Physiology of the Sensory Organs of Insects’ (at the time, it
was the highest Soviet award for research); in 2005, he was awarded the Pranciskus Sivickis Prize
(biology) by the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences for his work on the ‘Prevalence of Pheromones
in Animals, and in 2019, the Ministry of Agriculture of Lithuania honoured Prof. Skirkevicius with
a Medal of Honour.

As a hard-working, dependable, and demanding academician, Prof. Algirdas Skirkevicius will
be fondly remembered by his colleagues, students, and everyone who knew him.

Dr Jadvyga Olechnoviciene,
Prof. Limas Kupcinskas, an academician
Lithuanian Academy of Sciences



Akademikui Algirdui Skirkeviciui
(1939-2024)

Siy mety birzelio 15 d. eidamas 86-uosius metus po sunkios ligos mus paliko vienas igkiliausiy XX a.
Lietuvos mokslininky, Lietuvos moksly akademijos narys, zymus Lietuvos entomologas ir etofiziologas,
habilituotas biomedicinos moksly daktaras profesorius, vienas garsiausiy Lietuvos bitininky, buves ilga-
metis Lietuvos bitininky sajungos prezidentas Algirdas Skirkevicius.

Algirdas Skirkevi¢ius gimé 1939 m. sausio 14 d. Marijampolés rajono Sangrados kaime, 1945-1956 m.
mokeési Sangriudos vidurinéje mokykloje, 1957-1962 m. studijavo Lietuvos Zemés tikio akademijos Agro-
nomijos fakultete, kurj baiges igijo agronomo specialybe. 1962-1963 m. dirbo Lietuvos Zemés tkio akade-
mijos laborantu, bityno vedéju.

Mokslininko kelig pradéjo 1965 m. Vilniaus universiteto Gamtos fakulteto taryboje apgynes biologijos
moksly kandidato (dabar daktaro) disertacija ,,Biciy (Apis mellifica L.) darbininkiy ir motiny santykiai®
Disertacijoje pirma kartg aptartas biciy $eimos elgesys apribojus motinos judéjima, jvertinta bi¢iy motinos
palyda ir motinos ekstrakto (feromony) reik§mé jos formavimuisi. 1986 m. Maskvos M. Lomonosovo vals-
tybiniame universitete A. Skirkevicius apgyné biologijos moksly daktaro (habilituoto daktaro) disertacija
»Vabzdziy feromoniné komunikacija“ Vadovaudamasis disertacijoje suformuluotomis naujomis koncep-
cijomis (maistinés feromony sudéties reguliavimo, komunikacijos, feromoninio analizatoriaus ir kt.) pa-
grindé naujg feromoninés rysiy sistemos funkcionavimo sampratg. Pirmasis apibendrino duomenis apie
pasaulyje zinomy augaly ir gyviny rasiy feromonus ir sukaré prielaidas kokybiskai naujam feromoninés
komunikacijos tyrimy etapui.

Mokslininkas, organizatorius, visuomenininkas - jis nuéjo ilga ir platy kelig tarnaudamas mokslui, biti-
ninkystei ir Zmonéms. A. Skirkevi¢iaus moksliné veikla prasidéjo Lietuvos moksly akademijos Zoologijos
ir parazitologijos institute: 1965-1967 m. - jaunesnysis, 1967-1975 m. - vyresnysis mokslo darbuotojas,
1975-2003 m. — Chemorecepcijos laboratorijos jkaréjas ir vadovas, 1990-1997 m. - Ekologijos instituto
direktoriaus pavaduotojas, 1971-1988 m. - LMA Zoologijos ir parazitologijos instituto teminio testinio
leidinio ,,Vabzdziy chemorecepcija“ jkiiréjas ir atsakingasis redaktorius, 1991-1999 m. - LMA angly kalba
leidziamo mokslo Zurnalo ,Pheromones® jkiiréjas ir vyriausiasis redaktorius, 1993-2010 m. - Vilniaus pe-
dagoginio universiteto Zoologijos katedros profesorius, 1997-2003 m. - LM A Ekologijos instituto Ekologi-
nés fiziologijos ir etologijos skyriaus jkiréjas ir vedéjas.

1990 m. A. Skirkevi¢ius buvo iSrinktas Lietuvos moksly akademijos nariu korespondentu, nuo
2011 m. - tikrasis narys (akademikas), nuo 2014 m. - LMA narys emeritas. 1991-1999 m. - Lietuvos
mokslo tarybos narys, 1992-1999 m. - $ios tarybos Prioritety ir finansavimo nuolatinés komisijos pirmi-
ninkas, 1993-1996 m. - Lietuvos valstybinio mokslo ir studijy fondo valdybos pirmininko pavaduotojas
ir Lietuvos Respublikos mokslo premijy komiteto narys, 1995-2002 m. - Lietuvos entomology draugijos,
2006-2021 m. - Lietuvos bitininky sgjungos prezidentas.

A. Skirkevic¢iaus moksliniy tyrimy sritis — entomologija, etologiné ir ekologiné fiziologija, gyviny fero-
moniné komunikacija, chemorecepcija, biologiniy eksperimenty automatizavimas, bitininkysteé. Jis buvo
vienas Zymiausiy cheminés vabzdziy komunikacijos tyrimy pradininky Lietuvoje. Patobulino elektrofizio-
loginius, radiobiologinius, elgesio ir kitus feromoninés komunikacijos tyrimo metodus, juos automatiza-
vo - sukaré originalig aparatiirg, pritaiké skaiciavimo technika.



Budamas Lietuvos bitininky sajungos prezidentu per 15 mety jgyvendino daug reik§mingy poky¢iy Lie-
tuvos bitininkystéje. Sustiprino bitininky sajunga kaip vieningai veikiancia visy $alies regiony bitininky
organizacija. Jo pastangomis bitininky mokymas buvo pakeltas j aukstesnj lygj, skiriamas démesys aukstos
kokybés mokomajai medziagai parengti, déstytojy specializacijai ir kvalifikacijai kelti, ieskota naujy moky-
mo formy. Jo iniciatyva buvo perzitrimi ir $alinami netinkami bitininkystés terminai, ypac Zalingi ir nepa-
grjsti mokslu, nuolat atkreipdavo démesj j netiksly ar priestaringg ES bitininkystés dokumenty vertima is
angly kalbos bei bitininkyste reglamentuojanciy teisiniy akty lietuviy kalba sukeliamg painiavg, destrukty-
vius nesusipratimus.

Profesoriui vadovaujant parengta ir apginta 10 mokslo daktaro disertacijy. Jis buvo doktorantiiros, ha-
bilitacijos komiteto nariu ir habilitacijos komiteto pirmininku. Trijy iSradimy autorius, 13 racionalizaciniy
pasitlymy autorius ar bendraautoris, 35 leidiniy autorius, vienas arba su bendraautoriais paskelbé per 290
moksliniy ir per 200 mokslo populiarinamuyjy straipsniy: monografijos ,,Vabzdziy feromoniné komunikaci-
ja“ (1986, rusy kalba), ,, Lietuvos bitininky sgjunga (25 metai po atkiirimo)“ (2016), ,,Bitininkysté Lietuvoje:
Lietuvos bitininky sajunga 30 mety po atkarimo® (2021), vadovélis ,,Darbo su paketu STATISTICA pra-
dmenys“ (2006), knygy ,,Kas tie feromonai?“ (1977), ,Zmogaus ir gyviiny fiziologija“ (su Vytautu Semas-
ka, 2009), ,,Pradedantiems bitininkams“ (su Algirdu Amsiejumi, Jonu Balzeku, Laima Blazyte-Cereskiene,
2018) bendraautoris. Parenge bibliografine rodykle ,,Akademiko Jono Kriksciino entomologiné veikla®
(1976), zinyng ,,Feromonai® (1988, rusy kalba; 1997, angly kalba), informacinj leidinj ,,Feromony tyrimai
Lietuvoje® (su Z. Skirkeviciene, 1992), ,, Angly-lietuviy-rusy kalby feromony Zodyna“ (1997), ,,Akademikas
Algirdas Skirkevicius. Bibliografiné rodyklé (1960-2021)“ (2022).

Skaité mokslinius prane$imus kongresuose, mokslinése konferencijose, simpoziumuose Lietuvoje, Vo-
kietijoje, Japonijoje, Vengrijoje, Lenkijoje, Rusijoje ir kt., vadovavo simpoziumams feromony klausimais.

Mokslinés veiklos jvertinima liudija 1987 m. uz darby ciklg ,Vabzdziy jutimo organy fiziologija“ gauta
SSRS valstybiné mokslo ir technikos premija (su bendraautoriais) — auksc¢iausias to meto sovietinis mokslo
darby jvertinimas. 2005 m. uz darbg ,,Feromony paplitimas tarp gyviiny“ paskirta Lietuvos moksly akade-
mijos Pranciskaus Sivickio (biologija) premija. 2019 m. A. Skirkevi¢iui jteiktas LR Zemés iikio ministerijos
Garbés zenklas. Profesorius apdovanotas daugybe padékos rasty: LR Seimo kaimo reikaly komiteto, LR Ze-
més iikio ministro, Valstybinés maisto ir veterinarijos tarnybos direktoriaus, LR Zemés tikio riiomy, Lietuvos
moksly akademijos prezidento, Lietuvos mokslo tarybos pirmininko ir kity.

Kaip darbstus, pareigingas, reiklus sau ir kitiems akademikas A. Skirkevicius ilgam igliks kolegy, moki-
niy bei visy jj pazinojusiy Zzmoniy atmintyje ir $irdyse.
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Akad. prof. Limas Kupc¢inskas
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